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Abstract

We retrospectively evaluated the efficacy of combined epidural anesthesia and analgesiain consecutive 42 children (1 to 12 years of age)
who underwent general anesthesiafor funnel chest surgery. Twenty-one children had an epidural catheter placed (mainly between Th12
and L2) for perioperative pain control and the others (twenty-one) did not. Postoperative pain was assessed by additional analgesic
medication requirement. The frequency of additional supplemental analgesic medication was significantly small in combined epidural
anesthesiagroup (1.7+ 2.9 times) compared to that in non-epidural group (4.1t 3.1 times). Postoperative pain control was excellent in
combined epidural anesthesia group compared to that in non-epidural group. There was no difference between two groupsin postopera-
tive pulmonary complications and mean hospital days.
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