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A case of laryngomalacia diagnosed with a laryngeal mask airway, but not with

endotracheal tube during anesthesia.
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Abstract

A 4- year-old, ex-premature girl had direct tracheoscopy and flexible fiberoptic bronchoscopy under general anesthesia to evaluate
possible subglottic stenosis. She was diagnosed as having laryngomalacia by the fiberoptic bronchoscopy via laryngeal mask airway.
Our conventional approach to the examination of larynx and trachea hitherto was under endotracheal intubations, in which we had not
been able to find this type of laryngomalacia. We considered we had to utilize laryngeal mask airways instead of endotracheal tubes for
the inspection of larynx not to miss this type of malformation. We also have to pay attention to laryngospsam during the procedures with
laryngeal mask airways.
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