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| ntraoperative onset of acute respiratory failurein a case who had very mild symptom
of upper respiratory tract infection.

Takako Tamura, Makiko Takano, Yasuyuki Suzuki, Seiki Abe, Hirokazu Sakai, Satoshi Nakagawa, and Katsuyuki Miyasaka
Department of Anesthesia and Intensive Care, National Center for Child Health and Devel opment, Tokyo, Japan
3-5-7, Yushima, Bunkyou-ku, Tokyo, 113-0034, Japan

Abstract

A 2 and a half-year-old boy, who was an ex-preterm infant with history of chronic lung disease including 3 weeks of mechanical
ventilation after birth, developed acute respiratory failure during operation under general anesthesia. He underwent a scheduled opera-
tion for hypospadias after aroutine preoperative evaluation. The preoperative evaluation by several anesthesiologists failed to point out
therisks for general anesthesia, although mild upper respiratory tract infection (URTI) was diagnosed. Thefinding for URTI was only
runny nose preoperatively, where chest radiograph and complete blood counts did not show any abnormality. During the operation, he
developed acute respiratory failure requiring inflating pressure of 35 cmH20. Nasopharyngeal swab was positive for RSV postopera-
tively. He was transferred to ICU for mechanical ventilation for respiratory failure, subsequently he required 4 days of mechanical
ventilation. Infants and young children who have history of premature birth and chronic lung disease should be carefully evaluated
preoperatively, especially when they have an upper respiratory tract infection even if the symptom is minimum.

Keywords: chronic lung disease, respiratory high-risk patient, preoperative evaluation, upper respiratory tract infection
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