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Stage 1 Analgesia

Plane 2 Partial analgesia
Plane 3 Total analgesia
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Plane 1 Partial sensory loss

Stage 2 Delirium
Stage 3 Surgical

Plane 2 Complete sensory loss

Plane 3 Progressive intercostal paralysis

Plane 4 Complete intercostal paralysis
Stage 4 Medullary paralysis 2E i JFR 5 1
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History of pediatric anesthesia in Japan

Genichi Suzuki, MD
An honorary of The Japanese Society of Pediatric Anesthesiology

Abstract

In Japan, modern anesthesia using open drop method with ether was introduced in the last year 1940's. Atropine, pentobarbital chlorpro-
mazine and opioids was administered as premedication. In 1950's, endotracheal intubation with ether became common in pediatric
surgery and open heart surgery with cardiopulmonary bypass or simple deep hypothermia. Because halothane, which was newly intro-
duced in 1957 in Japan, caused significant myocardial depression, halothane arrhythmias and heptotoxity, it did not become popular in
thefield of pediatric anesthesiauntil 1963. However, because of its noninflammability, rapid induction and emergence of anesthesia, and
the vapolizer availability, halothane has become to fall into place used also in pediatric anesthesia. After the establishment of National
Children’s Hospital and the first meeting of Japanese Pediatric Anesthesiologistsin 1971, pediatric anesthesia was appreciated as the
subspecidlity of anesthesiain Japan.

Keywords: pediatric anesthesia, history, premedication, ether, halothane
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